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5 Tur Houſe was up; the long debate was o'er ; 
And Addington preſided now no more ; 

Nor voice, nor vote along the benches crept, 
And Corn-committees bak'd their bread, and 


ſlept * 
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Somnus and Ceres no ſage members ſcorn, «5 


But own the poppy grows among the corn. 
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His friends from idle terrors to releaſe, 
Pitt caſt faint gleams of viſionary peace; 


15 


3 


Pleas'd with the diſtant ray ſome grew content, 
And Wilberforce, retracting, bow'd aſſent. 10 
Fox pour'd his manly eloquence i in fighs 

O'er emigration's dreadful ſacrifice, 

And pious drops o'er gallant Sombreuil ſhed ; 
(Burke was not there: and N ſhook bs 
head.) 

Before him roſe to ſullen dreary view 5 15 
 Miſguided plans in treachery's darkeſt hue, “ 
The Quiberonian Bay, and ſacred Iſle, . 
Miſnam'd of God, where heav'n will never ſmile. 
While Moira, (whoſe commanding courſe is run, 


His toils unpaid, and all his journies done,) 20 


* Alluding to the faithleſs cnn of the French themſelves, 


under Puiſaye and others. 
+ The Expeditions to Quiberon Bay, and to L Iſle de e Dieu. 


2 From Southampton to {Downie Street, and from Dewelia 
Street to Southampton, almoſt every other day, during his com- 
mand of the army encamped in the New Foreſt. See all the 


Public 8 in 1795. 


1 
Surveys his trophies with Rinaldo's air, 
Breaks through th' inchanted foreſt in deſpair, 
Low- murm' rin g quits Southampton's armed 
„ | 
And lays his fame at pious Godfrey's feet. 


In Perſian wealthelate, and blooming pride, 25 
For mobs and crowds unthinking Bedford ſigh'd ; 
Nor ſaw where, hov'ring o'er th' accurſed 

SR 

Glar'd the red creſt of Orleans through the 
gloom. hy | 
The ſullen moody violence of Grey, 
Soften'd by love, in raptures died away : 30 
While Erſkine, o'er his Hampſtead bending 

down, 
Like Him of Lincoln, look'd o'er half the town» 
Pond'ring with lawyer's leer, and ſelfiſh end, 
What new-hatch'd treaſon he muſt next defend. 
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Grant * was compos'd, nor ſought the applauſe 
of youth, FC FUG 35 

In reaſon's ſtrength, in ſoberneſs of truth; 

Such as from Fox unwilling praiſe could draw, 


For warmth of eloquence, and ſoundeſt law. 


But curr with teeming brain and fancy fir'd, 
Home, unobſerv'd, Tur DRANMATIS r retir d: 40 1 
Such be the term I feign ; his name I hate, 
Who without virtue is, or 3 be, great. 
The ſhackles of a way ward bride he wore ; 
For ſince divine Cecilia was no more, 
He deem'd, inclin'd to trifle and to toy, 45 
Huſbands have pains, but bachelors no joy. 
Sunk in his chair, within his troubled foul 
Strange thoughts in mix d tumultuous move- 
ments roll; 
* William Grant, Efq. Member for Windſor, King's Counſel, 
&c. &c. It is much to be wiſhed, that this very able and learned 


Gentleman would deliver his ſentiments in Parliament more fre- 


quently. 


Of Drury firſt, ( which Holland's art could rear, 
Fram'd for all uſes, but to ſee or hear,) 50 
And ſums receiv d, but to no reck'ning brought; 
And ſhares theatric, bought or to be bought ; 
Of works and memoirs from the Gallic ſhore, 
By unſex'd females, and the dubious Moore 3 
And of the War's neat ſketch, * that Auckland 
drew, | 55 
Sprinkled with gracious diplomatic dew ; 
And D Ioernois' 7 —_ page, with pointed 
force 


That marks the bound of 3 brief reſource; 


* See © Some Remarks on the Apparent Circumſtances of the 
War, in the Fourth Week of October, 1795. The production of a 
perſon accuſtomed to think, to ſpeak, and to write, and all with 
great ability. 


+ © A CurſoryView of the Aſſignats and RemainingReſources of 
French Finance, (September 6, 1795.) Drawn from the Debates 
of the Convention, by F. D'Ivernois, Eſq. A work of ſome impor- 


tance, and which ſhould be read with attention, but with much 


allowance for the warmth of the Writer 
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In vain: her arm of terror, as before, 


Draws iron loans, nor fears to plunder more. 60 


Such thoughts awhile THR DRAMAT 18 T 
purſued, 
Of public pleaſure and of public good: 
Of ſcandal much he mus'd, of treaſon more, ; 
And ſchools for each, and ſcholars at his door ; 


Nor portico, nor learned grove he ſought ; 65 


In ſquares he preach'd, in theatres he taught. 
With random wit he any thing could hint, 
In verſe, in dialogue, in ſpeech, in print, 
In handbills, reſolutions, toaſts, and clubs, 
With ſtateſmen, players, pimps, or dukes, or 
4 7-7. rubs. 1 1 70 5 
Chief on the ſtage unrivall'd ; in that cauſe . 
None, but the thinking, e'er withheld applauſe; ⁵⁶ 
Nor half, nor whole Menander, * as ſome deem» | 
Vice is the prompter of his ſubtle ſcheme. 
* Tu quoque, tu in ſummis, O dimidiate Menander, 


Poneris. —Julius Cæſar of Terence, 


12 STS 


4 em} 


At will he gathers all his various fame, 75 


By Bacchus arm'd againſt the tint of ſhame : 


Rich his conception, ready is his phraſe, 
And his the ſpeaker's, his the poet's praiſe; 
Round him the Muſes ſtrew their fragrant flow'rs 


From Heliconian ſprings, and never fading 


bow'rs. 80 


From theſe THE DRamATIST now turns 


with ſcorn, 


For other conqueſts, other empire born, 


Before him, in confuſion's order, lie 


Codes and Digeſts of direſt anarchy, 
With all the embryo forms of varied ſtrife, 85 


Rough-ſketch'd by Gallic pencils from the life, 


How mobs, in act a ſenate's power to wreſt, 


Headleſs or headed, ſerve a patriot beſt, 


The charts of aberration next are ſeen, 


What ſtars are fix'd, what meteors light the 


ſcene 
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With momentaneous glare ; what ſpells ſo proud 


With fond illuſion cheat a ſpungy crowd. 

But laſt, his hands with eager haſte unroll 
Pictur d devices quaint on many a ſcroll; 
Inſult with folly, fear with pert grimace, 95 
Mock conſuls, regal robes, and taudry lace, 
The trappings of that nameleſs monſtrous “ fry, 
That loath'd abortion of democracy, 

Got by the demon of the dark divan 


Twixt carnage, luſt, and rapine, as it ran. 100 


The lights wax'd faint ; and glimmering 
through the gloom, 

Spectres aroſe, and groan'd their earthly doom ; 

Who. while they breath'd in ſlaughterous pe: 
pole bold, 


Leagued in damnation, could no concord hold ; 


* The Executive Directoi y of France, Council of Ancients, 
Council of Five Hundred and all their ä and their ap- 


. * tyranny. 


89 

Their jargon new, their crimes were under- 5 
. . oed. 5 108 

All foul, all guilty of their country's blood? 
Freſh from the depths of that unholy ground, 


Where life and common fin one tomb have found. 


Before the D AMAT IST they held a glaſs : 


60 Such things are but occaſional and paſs; 110 
% Unaw'd he ſpake 1 80 they ſtamp a glorious 


caule :?? 


(The Fiends; ſo Hell had order'd, glar'd ap- 


plauſe.) 
«© But ſay, he cries, what terrors yet reſide 


« In Anarchy's pavilion dark and wide ? 


{© Broad is the curtain; nor yet half unroll'd ; 175 
„ *Twill other lands 42 choſen iſles enfold : 
Perhaps, (the orieſly ſhadows flitted faſt, 
And o'er the Hall of Themis ſeem'd to caſt 
Vapour aduſt from their ſulphureous home :) 


Stephen with Satan may divide his dome 120 


(4) 


«© Goes it not ſo? the fire may beautify : 


« Another phoenix may with Gallia's vie: 

A new Pantheon Paul may yet diſcloſe, 

And with new ſaints my Lauderdale repole,” 

The Fiends fled grimly pleas d; a dizzying 
= oY 

Entranc'd Tus DRamaTisT's diſorder'd brain, 


Till all his earthly powers confounded lie, 
O'erſtrain'd in that infernal colloquy ; 
But ſhort his reſt; THE DRaMaATIsT awoke, 


And ſilence in deliberate accents broke: 1 30 


Since all that genius, all that wit can give, 
Or ſovereign Nature's high prerogative ; 
© All that approving taſte may beſt enſure, 
«© Fancy's gay bloſſom, or the fruit mature; 55 
The ſtores of memory, and the treaſurd W 
wealth 35 


Of claſſic moments in laborious ſtealth ; 


E 


Or readieſt elocution's eaſy flow, 


0 


Thoughts that enchain attention, words that 
glow, 


* 
Ly 


And paint the changeful manners of the age, 


To liſt'ning ſenates, orth*enraptur'd ſtage; 140 


© Caſt round my name but ineffectual rays, 


T% 
Lg 


Or bleſs with dry ſterility of praiſe ; 
&© Too late, alas! J feel, a ſtateſman's part 


* 
* 


Muſt bear the impreſs of an honeſt heart. 
Scorn'd, though admir'd, mid flaming tem- 

peſts caſt, ; 145 
No laurel faves me from the public blaſt, 


Ca) 


But ſtruck and circumſcrib'd in all my rage, 


I ſtand the ſad Bidental * of my age. 


© Better be with the mob ; their fancies cheat ; 
% By human Hackneys dragg'd from ſtreet to 


—— | 150 


* The word BiDENTAL, in Roman writers, ſignifies a place or 
| perſon ſtruck with lightning. It was uſual to incloſe the place, and 


erect an altar on the ſpot, that all perſons might avoid it. 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Hur 2 doctrines through the wütet air, 
With ſophiſtry that fits the phrenzied crew, 
8 Lank, haggard, lean, in black rebellion's hue, 


Oh, for a virtuous heart, or ſeeming worth J 


What planet look d thus ſparely on my birth, 


Shed damps of death I never felt till now. 160 


The high-wrought diction, or the wit ſevere; 


+ In the ancient ſacrifices offered to the bloody idol of Moloch. 5 


. (: 16 


Better go mount the tribunitian chair, 


Till cymbals * ſeem through fancy's ear to 
ring 


In diſmal tones around a ſuffering king. 


Cold, though benign ; and on my baby brow 


Subſtance within, nor ſemblancewill they find 
Of virtuous purpoſe, or the upright mind: 


In all urge, the Houſe alone will hear 


it was cuſtomary to claſh the cymbals and other inſtruments, to 


overpower the cries and groans of the agonizing victims. 
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«© Stage-admiration ! -All obtain ſome grace, 165 
All from their purpoſe find excuſe or praiſe. 


66 Shall Mornington, for three full hours, dee 
ſcant 


On ſcraps and ſhreds in commentating rant 2 


There is a clock ; I wiſh my Lord could ſee 
„How ill long ſpeeches and ſhort fight 


agree : | 170 


La) 


Curſe on his words ; conviction {till attends, 


4 


* 


And proves bad means proportion 'd to bad ends. 

Shall Reeves with Druid * faith and potent 
rod, — 0 - 

% Involve alone the ſpirit of the God 

«© In Britain's central tree, all branches 
oke: 175 

Then ſeek for ſhade beneath the leaf-lorn oak? 


* The Druids believed, that the ſpirit of their Deity reſided in the 
trunk or ſtem of the ſacred oak, which grew in the midſt of the foreſt 
of Mona. The allufion here is to the celebrated fimile of the 

| Conſtitutional tree, and its branches, in the Pamphlet publiſhed in 
October 1795, entitled, Thoughts on the Englith Government,“ 
which the Houſe of Commons have declared to be a libel on the 


Conſtitution, &c. 


( 18 ) 


GS. .- 


. Shall mitred Horſley teach, in eaſtern way, 
. Subjects are made for nought but to obey 2 
Shall Wyndham, boldeſt in the Sovereign” 8 


cauſe, 


: * 


0c 


Call for a vigour r ſtronger chan the laws ? 180 


© Yet all in virtuous meaning ſeek defence: 


* 


* 


I never deviate into honeſt ſenſe. 


4 * Ah me [ unwilling now my lips I cloſe, 
« And leave myſelf and England to repoſe. 
T Lo! PiTT prepares the adamantine chain 185 


«© To curb fell Anarchy, * and all her train ; 


* Read the Bill againſt Treaſon, and the Bill ſor effectually pre- 
venting Seditions Meetings and Aſſemblies; and conſequently for 
preventing (and I truſt effectually) the overthrow of the lawful and 
eſtabliſhed government of theſe kingdoms, and of that high and 


paramount authority, veſted in the King, the Lords and the Com- 


mons, in Parliament aſſembled. 
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% Fird with the brand of ſome Arch-Calvin's 


rage, 


Or hail'd by Reaſon, children of her age; 


Not whiten'd with the ſanctimonious foam, 
Blood muſt diſtain the portal of their 
dome ; : 190 
The lamb theyfainwould ſtrike forGallic gueſts 
In other paſſovers, and other feaſts ; 
Gaunt with diſcomfiture they now advance, 
And wield addreſſes, andwould wield the lance. 
The good alone are free! PiTT's virtue 
ſprings 195 
To ſhield the peaſant, and the throne of kings. 
«© Why muſt I crouch before the illuſtrious 
Youth ? | 
Why hail the guardian of the law and truth ? 


If Tus he lift Britannia's regal ſtate, 


His fame ſhall be as permanent, as great 200 


K 20 


8 


His be the guidance of the public light; 

on Hyperion's ſteeds, in marſhall'd order bright, 

His ſteadier hand ſhall rein; e heav'ns 
high way . 

«« Aa roll along the orb of day, 

_ *© Through various ſigns, with temperate bold. 

neſs . 205 


Pauſe in the n. through the Scorpion 


* 


4 


glide ; : 


4 


=) 


The wand' ring fire obſerve ; ; wiri FREE- 


DOM trace 


The limits of that conſecrated der | 


=. 


And juſt to empire's delegating ſource, 
Abſolve the deſtin'd round of his ethereal 


courle,' „ 210 


4 


Here ceas'd T] DRAMAT IST; and ſtrug- 
2. gling ſighs 


Burſt from his  Joul, and fears began to riſe : 


( ar 
For now, triumphant in the eaſtern world, 
Old England's ſtandard Elphinſtone unfurl'd ; 


High trophies of confirm'd dominion wait 215 


In orient ſplendor on Britannia's ſtate ; 
And while all toil ſhe ſcorns, all danger braves, 
O'er HopE's fam'd CAPE her bloodleſs enſign 


Waves“. 


* In November 1795, arrived the intelligence of Taz 
SURRENDER of the Car E or Goop Hops to the arms of Great 
Britain, under Admiral Sir G. K. Elphinſtone, K. B. and the Gene- 


rals Craig and Clark, without the effuſion of blood. See the Ga- 


z⁊ette, publiſhed on the occaſion by the Miniſtry, who, it is firmly 


expected, will, in the name of Great Britain, gceet this invaluable 


and moſt important fortreſs with an E/o Perpetua ! 


; FINIS, 
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OF THE 


HI CLUB. 


8 a 
* . 92 — 9 


As the preceding Poem is profeſſedly politi- 
cal, there is no impropriety in obſerving, that 
ſince the firſt edition of it, the public have read 
in the papers, Tur DecLaraTION OF THE 
Wulf CLun, fenced, CrarLes James Fox,” 
as agreed to at a general meeting, held at the 


jp Shake- 


40 
Shakeſpeare Tavern, Covent Garden, on the 23d 
of January, 1796. In this Poſtſcript, I ſhall 
blend no remarks on other works, or other 
writings, as I wiſh this Declaration ſhould be 
conſidered ſingly and apart. I ſhall paſs, 
with equal notice, the writings of the common 


ſcribblers of the day, and of the immortal Au- 


thor of the Treatiſes on the French Revolution. 


I ſhall not comment on the names of William 
Miles and Gilbert Wakefield, or of the 


RIGHT HoxouRABLE EDMUND BURKE. 


But on public papers of ſuch importance, a 
public opinion may be given and in the judg- 
ment of thinking men, I conceive, that a more 
alarming or a more deciſive explication of poli- 
tical principles, nefarious, abandoned, and de- 
ſtructive, could not have been preſented by the 
art of the ſophiſt, or the ſtrength of the orator. 
It is melancholy to obſerve men of high cha- 

racter 


1 

racter, wealth, and dignity, in conformity with 
the example of the firſt leaders of the it Revo- 
lution of France, propoſing and recommending 
a CATENATION of CLUBs throughout the 
kingdom, all linked and combined with one great 
central aſſociation in the metropolis, to over- 
awe and intimidate the government, It is more 
than melancholy, it is a warning to this country, 
to hear such men, calmly and upon reflection, 
recommending (for I uſe their own words) 
% The Exerciſe oF THAT JUST AUTHORITY, 
«© which THE NATIONAL OPINION muft ever po- 

« ſoſs OVER THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEG1s- 
% LATURE,” without a bluſh for the doctrine, 


and without a fear for the event. 
What is it, but to declare THE WHIG Crus, 
the common receptacle of all the political abomi- 


nations of which the French have drunk largely 


and fatally, and preſented the cup to every na- 


? mY 


tion? 


3 
tion of Europe? What is it, but to ſtyle the 
| Whig Club the great JaconiN Dex of Eng- 
land, under the aulpices of men, candidates for 
the government and direction of this great, opu- 
lent, and eſtabliſhed empire; and præfeſſing to aft. 
upon a principle, on which no government can 
ſtand, no ſubordination can be long maintained? 
For, in my Judgment, the eſſence of the Facobin 
Doctrine conſiſts in this; namely, to call the 
People of any country the Sovereign power, in 
oppoſition to the lawful, permanent, and gh. 
liſhed authority, veſted in the governors of it ; 
to call the ſenſe of Clubs aſſociated, the ſenfe of 
that people ; and when thoſe Clubs have thought 
proper to deliver and publiſh heir doftrines and 
reſolutions, to declare that the ſovereign people 
hive in effect SPOKEN THEIR WILL; and that, 
in conſequence of it, the meaſures of a govern” 


ment are to be changed, miniſters depoſed, a king 


dethroned, ora conſtitution regenerated; and all 
this 


1 66 


this is ſpoken with as much coolneſs, and as 


2 


little concern, as if the affairs of a veſtry were to 
paſs from one ſet of wardens to another. And 
further, as theſe momentous concerns are carried 
on chiefly in the metropelrs of any kingdom, 
it is virtually to declare, that, he ſenſe of the diſ- 
affefted part of the people of that metropolis, 1s, 
THE CONTROLLING POWER OF THE STATE, 
as the government and its mipiſters can neither 
| be overawed, nor ſeized upon in any other place Z 
and particularly, as all the other diſaffected 
Clubs in the country eſtabliſh their doctrines, 


and found their reſolutions, on the grand metro- 


politan hereſy. 


But I will not purſue the ſophiſtry of FHE | 
DECLARATION; it is too trifling to miſlead the . 
ſenſe of any man . who will exerciſe a found 


judgment. I will not magnify THE WIIG 


CLUB ; 


(10 
Crus; for, in my opinion, it is contemptible 
when compared with the great and dignified ma- 
jority, who maintain and uphold the govern- 
ment of theſe kingdoms, whatever miniſter may 
direct its meaſures. Though the French miſun- 
derſtand that Club, and ſuppoſe a power, an 
: energy, and even an authority in it, which it 
never did, and never can poſſeſs ; yet, I think, 
the nature pany > benden of 1t in principle ſhould 
be fully underſtood in this country, as — 
pretend to be, and; as they are. 


In THIS Dec LARA TION, which, we are given 
to underſtand, was drawn up * by R. B. She- 


ridan, Eſq. M. P. the Hon. Thomas Erl- 
kine, M. P. Philip Francis, Eſq. M. P. and 
one James Mackintoſh, and unanimouſly agreed 


m4 


* See the Gow of the Declaration, Printed for R. White, Pic- 
cadilly. _ : 


to, 


(1 
to, at the general Meeting on the 23d of Janu- 
ary, 1796, and adopted as their own; the Whig : 
Club ſtand engaged to uſe every legal and con- 


ſtitutional effort, to obtain a repeal of the two 


famous acts lately paſled ; the one, «© Apainſt 

« Seditious Meetings and Afſemblies ;” the 
Mn Act for the fafety and preſerva- 

4 tion of His Majeſty's Perſon and Government 

e againſt treaſonable and ſeditious practiſes and 

attempts.“ Let all their engagements ſtand, 

and all their efforts be exerted, and all their ſo- 
phiſtries diſſeminated. I will anſwer with the 
prophet of old, May their dream be 10 them 

that hate oUR country, and their interpretation of 
it to o0UR enemies.” I will be bold to an- : 
ſwer theſe men in their own words, that the free 

and loyal people of theſe kingdoms, when they 

conſider theſe acts in the depth of their hearts, : 
and in the ſolidity of their judgments, will 


| 7 de 


„ 
never ** forget the meaſures of which they are 
a part the diſpoſition from which they ap- 
«+ pear to flow ;—the reaſons by which theyare ſup- 
„ ported ; —and the conſequences to which they 
are intended to lead.” For my own part, I 
know not the words ſeem, and appear ; 1 
would aſſert the ſubſtance ; nor need I the aſſiſ- 
tance of | their new C laſical Lent Orator, With all 
the farce of Roman lecture and tribunitian mock- 
ery. I want no whining over Felons,* convicted 
of treaſon or ſedition, and conveyed to remote or 


inhoſpitable climes, and no longer ſuffered, by 


the Juſtice of their country, to trouble and diſ- 
organize the Rate. I can wait with patience 
for the new editions of their De Triſtibus and 
De Ponto, by the future Skirvings, Palmers, and 
* Read the fine feeling paſſage (ad populum) on Tranſportation. 
Tama at a loſs to which of the four illuſtrious pen men I am to at- 


tribute this Im pathiſing ſtrain. Mr. Erſkine and Mr. Francis have 


Formerly been travellers into foreign parts, 


Geralds, 


e 


Geralds, from the ſhores of Botany Bay, and : 


the ſolitudes of New Holland. 


I hear the Whig Club talk of Love, as the 
baſis of government, when outrage and vio- 
lence are abroad in our ſtreets. I hear them talk 
of favour and clemency : and who are their au- 
ditors? The proſelytes of democracy in the 
heart of London. Theſe are the foundations of 
their citadel ; this is the baſis of their temple, 


while the dome and the columns are ſhaking. 
Love, favour, and clemency, it ſeems, ſuperſede 
the neceſlity of legal coercion in their new code. 
| Digeſt and arrange it who can ; they will wait 
in vain for the Re/þonſa Prudentum. Mr. Chan- 
cellor Erſkine may talk, and write, and inſti- 
tute ; Thelwall and Wakefield alone will com- 


ment. I am aſhamed of ſuch ſolemn trifling, 


and of ſuch crue] abſurdity in the face of the. 


nation. 
8 By 


= 
: 
E 
L 
ö 


( 14 } 
By TH1s DECLATION oF THEWHIG CLus, 
 figned, CHARLES James Fox, we now fully 
unter ſtand the inſtitution; we are in poſſeſſion 
of the principles of this New Whig Monſter, 
of principles, the greateſt part of which, theſe 
candidates for the government of G reat By itain, 
already know and feel they muſt abandon, if ever 
they ſucceed to the lawful and conſtitutional di- 
rection of public affairs. The great ſtone of 
THE DEN 1s rolled away; but my own words 
are inadequate to the ideas under which I labour; 


1 have done my duty, and retire. 


Calo fenduntur prD18 USQUE INFORME © ADAVER 


PROTRAHITUR ! 


Men, and Brethren, who have read the De- 
claration of the Whig Club, and theſe Remarks 
upon it, warm from the heart of an Engliſh 
5 5 5 ſub- 


(48.3 
ſubject; Men and Brethren, I fay, if it be right, 
in the fight of Heaven and of this country, to 
hearken unto THEM more thanunto our legal and 
conſtitutional governors, JUDGE YE. 
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